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UAE Joins the Locarno Agreement, Strengthening Industrial Design Protection

The United Arab Emirates has taken another significant step in strengthening its Intellectual Property
framework by officially acceding to the Locarno Agreement Establishing an International Classification
for Industrial Designs. The announcement was made during the UAE's participation in the 68th series
of Meetings of the Assemblies of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in Geneva,
reflecting the country's continued commitment to aligning its IP regime with internationally recognized
standards.

The UAE deposited its instrument of accession on July 2026, with the Agreement set to enter into force
three months later in the country on 6 October 2026. Administered by WIPO, the Locarno Agreement
establishes a uniform international classification system for industrial designs, enabling contracting
states to classify designs using a standardized system of classes and subclasses. This promotes greater
consistency in the registration, search and management of industrial designs across participating
jurisdictions.

The accession was announced by the UAE delegation led by H.E. Abdulla bin Touqg Al Marri, Minister of
Economy and Tourism. According to the Ministry, joining the Locarno Agreement represents an
important milestone in enhancing the country's industrial design protection system while reinforcing
its broader vision of building an innovation-driven economy supported by a modern and internationally
integrated Intellectual Property framework.

The move comes at a time of sustained IP activity across the UAE. During the first half of 2026, the
Ministry of Economy registered 17,217 national and international trademarks, recorded a 12% year-on-
year increase in patent applications and a 35.4% year-on-year rise in registered intellectual works, each
compared with the corresponding period in 2025.

Those figures underscore the UAE's continued efforts to foster innovation and encourage investment
in knowledge-based industries.

For businesses and right holders, the adoption of the Locarno classification is expected to streamline
the registration and examination of industrial designs by providing a common international framework
for categorizing design applications. A harmonized classification system also facilitates more efficient
searches and comparisons of existing designs, making it easier for applicants to manage design
portfolios across multiple jurisdictions.
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While accession to the Locarno Agreement does not itself create an international design registration
system or grant cross-border protection, it aligns the UAE's industrial design regime with
internationally accepted practices and complements the country's broader participation in global
Intellectual Property treaties. The development further enhances the UAE's attractiveness as a regional
hub for innovation, manufacturing and design-intensive industries.

The UAE's accession to the Locarno Agreement represents another milestone in the country's
Intellectual Property landscape. As the nation continues to modernize its legal framework and
strengthen international cooperation, businesses and designers can expect a more streamlined and
internationally harmonized environment for protecting industrial design.
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