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Saudi Arabia Joins the Madrid Protocol

Saudi Arabia has taken a significant step toward international trademark harmonization by depositing
its instrument of accession to the Madrid Protocol with the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) on July 8, 2026. With this accession, the Kingdom becomes the fifth Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) member to join the Madrid System, following Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, and the United Arab
Emirates. Kuwait now remains the only GCC state outside the international trademark filing
framework.

Once the Protocol enters into force on 8 October 2026, trademark owners with a Saudi trademark
application or registration will be able to seek protection across multiple member countries through a
single international application under the Madrid System. Rather than filing separate applications in
each jurisdiction, applicants will benefit from one application, one language, and one set of fees,
making it significantly easier and more cost-effective to manage international trademark portfolios.
The accession reflects Saudi Arabia's continued efforts to modernize its Intellectual Property
framework and align it with internationally recognized standards. For businesses with regional or
global expansion plans, the availability of the Madrid System is expected to simplify cross-border
trademark protection while reducing the administrative burden associated with multiple national
filings.

However, it is important to distinguish between accession and entry into force. Although Saudi Arabia
deposited its instrument of accession on 8 July 2026, the Madrid Protocol will not become operational
in the Kingdom until 8 October 2026. Until that date, international applications cannot designate Saudi
Arabia, nor can Saudi-based applicants use the Madrid System to extend protection abroad. Businesses
planning to expand their trademark portfolios should therefore factor the October effective date into
their filing strategies.

The development also marks the culmination of a process that began several years earlier. Saudi
Arabia's Cabinet approved accession to the Madrid Protocol in November 2023, but the formal
instrument of accession was only deposited with WIPO on July 2026. The timeline serves as a reminder
that domestic approval and formal treaty accession are separate legal steps, with implementation
often taking considerable time.

Until the Protocol enters into force, trademark protection in Saudi Arabia will continue to be available
exclusively through the national trademark registration system. From 8 October 2026, however, brand
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owners will have the option of obtaining protection either through direct national filings or by
designating Saudi Arabia under the Madrid System, providing greater flexibility and efficiency for
businesses managing international trademark portfolios.

Saudi Arabia's accession represents another important milestone in the region's evolving Intellectual
Property landscape. As more GCC countries integrate into international IP frameworks, right holders
can expect greater consistency and accessibility in securing trademark protection across the Middle

East.
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