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Series of brief newsletters released by Bharucha & Co. on latest legal developments predominantly in Pakistan.

Pakistan’s Copyright Amendment Bill 2026: A step Forward
Background and purpose:

Pakistan has introduced the Copyright Amendment Bill 2026, signaling a move to bring its copyright
framework more in line with how content is actually created and used today. With digital platforms
now central to distribution, the gap between existing laws and current practice has become
increasingly difficult to ignore.

Recent commentary by the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry has also pointed to the need for
stronger protection for creators and rights holders, something the proposed amendments seem to
acknowledge.

Why make Amendments now?

The timing isn’t surprising. Pakistan’s technology and creative sectors are growing, but so are the
challenges that come with them. Content doesn’t stay in one form anymore; it gets shared, adapted,
and redistributed across platforms, often without clear boundaries.

The current framework, which goes back to legislation from the 1960s, wasn’t really built for this kind
of environment. As a result, questions around digital use, adaptation, and ownership don’t always have
clear answers.

Key Proposed Changes:

One of the more notable aspects of the bill is the added clarity around adapted or modified works—
things like translations, edits, and other altered forms of original content. This is an area that has been

somewhat unclear for a while, especially in digital spaces.

There’s also a stronger focus on enforcement. If applied properly, this could make a real difference in
how infringement is handled and how seriously compliance is taken.

Impact on Business and Creative industries:
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If implemented well, the proposed changes are likely to affect a wide range of sectors, including media,
publishing, software, advertising, and film. Clearer protections could encourage more licensing activity
and structured commercial arrangements, while also boosting investor confidence.

At the same time, businesses that rely on copyrighted material may need to take a closer look at how
they manage rights, permissions, and overall compliance.

What'’s next?

The bill is under parliamentary review, and stakeholders are expected to weigh in before anything
finalized. That process will play an important role in shaping how the law actually works in practice.

Why this Matters?

For creators and businesses operating in Pakistan’s digital economy, these amendments could bring
more clarity around how content can be used and protected. For companies in particular, it may mean
paying closer attention to licensing, rights management, and compliance going forward.

The Takeaway

The Copyright Amendment Bill 2026 reflects a broader push to modernize Pakistan’s IP framework.
How effective it ends up being depends on how the legislation evolves, but it clearly signals a growing
recognition of how important copyright protection has become in a digital, knowledge driven
economy.
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