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Pakistan – Intellectual Property Law
Establishment of IP Tribunals
Originally all three Intellectual Property offices in Pakistan were
under the control of three different ministries. In order to bring all the
Intellectual Property offices under one roof, in 2005 the Intellectual
Property Organization of Pakistan (IPO-P) was established under the
supervision of the Cabinet Division of Pakistan. One of the purposes of
IPO-P is to provide for an institutional arrangement in the state set-up
for taking up exclusively and comprehensively all subjects and matters
relating to intellectual property rights in an integrated manner and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. In line with the said
policy the Government enacted the Intellectual Property Organization of
Pakistan Act, 2012, which came into force with effect from 28th August,
2012, except for the provisions of Sections 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19, which
were to come into force on such date as the Federal Government may, by
notification in the official Gazette, appoint.
Now, the Federal Government has moved one step forward and brought into
effect the provisions of Sections 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19. Furthermore, in exercise of
powers conferred under the Act in December, 2014 the Government has established
three IP Tribunals one each in the provinces of Punjab and Sindh and one in
Islamabad Capital.
The Tribunals have both civil and criminal jurisdictions. As for its civil jurisdiction it
shall have all the powers of a civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and
for criminal jurisdiction the Court of Sessions under the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898 respectively. In all matters about which the procedure has not been provided
in the Act, follow the procedure laid down in the Codes. All proceedings before the
Tribunal shall be deemed judicial proceedings within the meaning of Sections 193
and 228 of the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 and no court other than a Tribunal shall
have power to exercise any jurisdiction in any matter in which the jurisdiction is
vested in Tribunal under the Act.

The Tribunal may, if it so requires, in technical aspects of
intellectual property rights involved in any case, be assisted by
an expert, who has experience and expertise in the matters of
intellectual property rights.
Any person aggrieved by the final judgement/order of the Tribunal
may, within thirty days of the final judgement/order of the Tribunal,
prefer an appeal in the High Court having territorial jurisdiction.
According to a news item posted on the website of IPO-Pakistan
dated October 1st, 2015, the Federal Government has appointed
Muhammad Khalid Nawaz (District & Sessions Judge), Mr Shakil
Ahmed Abbasi (Advocate) and Mr Nisar Baig (Judge Accountability
Court-II) as presiding officers for the three Tribunals in Punjab, Sindh
and Islamabad respectively. Consequently, all suits and proceedings,
which are currently pending and instituted under the intellectual
property laws in any court stands transferred to the respective
Tribunal to proceed from the stage the same have reached prior to
the transfer.
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The Philippines – M&A Law
Divina Law has extensive experience in banking and financial transactions and
has worked on various securitisations, structured and project financing. In addition
to structuring and negotiating treasury and trust products, the firm also assists
institutional investors on their investment management mandates and securitieslending programmes. Its comprehensive expertise in this field of practice ensures
clients of outputs and results that are efficient and custom-tailored to suit each
client’s particular needs.
The firm is likewise engaged in advisory work for corporate trustees and agency
service providers in relation to the general exercise of trustee powers and discretions.
It has represented both creditors and borrowers in complex and simple loan and
facility syndications.
Formation of business entities, contract drafting, review and negotiations as well as the
provision of corporate secretarial and director-nominee services are some of the corporate
legal services offered. Further, the firm’s active participation in various legal and regulatory
corporate matters enables it to provide pinpoint legal advice.
Additional expertise includes advising on and negotiating the documentation of complex
corporate business ventures, leveraged and management buy-outs, mergers and acquisitions,
as well as the initiation or thwarting of corporate take-overs. It likewise provides competent
representation in corporate workouts, corporate rehabilitation and debt restructurings. The
firm also handles joint venture transactions and debt and equity public offerings.

It also advises on a full range of deal structures from initiating and
thwarting take-overs, leveraged and management buy-outs, proxy
solicitations, tender offers and divestments; and is skilled in providing
practical and commercial advice on how to deal with corporate
rehabilitation and insolvency. It has been involved in major litigations
representing the creditor or the financially distressed debtor. A significant
number of cases that resulted in success for the firm’s clients now form
part of the Philippines.
Divina Law’s experience in structuring foreign investments stems from
its involvement in various transactions for different industries, e.g., power,
financial, retail, steel, and realty.
Last but not least, investment services include setting up offshore
companies; the documentation of fixed rate corporate notes, fixed rate
note sub participations, and asset-backed securities, convertible bonds,
trade finance facilities and debt assignments; international swaps and
derivatives (schedule and transactions); and registration, incorporation and
capitalisation of representative and branch offices.

Crucially, Divina Law assists clients throughout all stages of a project; providing legal
advice and strategies that are practical and cost-efficient. The firm also performs extensive
due diligence and suggests constructive ways to adequately protect the interests of the client.
Moreover, innovative approaches are employed to ensure that the clients’ desired results
and objectives are attained without violating the requirements laid.
The merger and acquisition team has the experience and expertise in acting as
counsel for either the surviving or absorbed corporation in a merger. It has assisted
clients in negotiating the terms of the merger, drafting the plan and articles of the
merger, obtaining regulatory approvals, securing BIR rulings on tax-free exchanges as
well as carrying out post‑merger implementation.
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